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12-9-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         St. Patrick’s Parish Meeting Related to Improvements on 1st Avenue W at 5th Street
·         Citizen Review Board Resignations
·         Chapter 22A Public Hearing Information

St. Patrick’s Parish Meeting Related to Improvements on 1st Avenue W at 5th Street
On Thursday evening December 9, St. Patrick’s parish is holding a meeting regarding proposed City

improvements on 1st Avenue W at 5th Street.  City Council members may have been invited by Parish
members to this meeting.
 

The proposed improvements are related to the 6th Street to Ellis Boulevard Extension project. 

Specifically at 5th Street, the City proposes to construct a raised median on 1st Avenue W, remove
the existing traffic signal, and install a pedestrian signal and enhanced crosswalk.  The new median

will prohibit left-turn movements from eastbound 1st Avenue to northbound 5th Street, from

southbound 5th Street to eastbound 1st Avenue, and from northbound 5th Street to westbound 1st

Avenue.  Collectively, the improvements at this intersection will improve safety on 1st Avenue W by

reducing crashes caused by the existing traffic signal at 5th Street, and by providing a median refuge

for pedestrians crossing multiple lanes of traffic.  The signal at 5th Street does not currently meet the

warrants for a traffic signal, and its proximity to other signalized intersections along 1st Avenue is the

cause of many rear-end crashes in the area.  The intersection of 1st Avenue W and 6th Street will be
improved to provide additional turn lanes and protected turning movements, increasing the
efficiency and safety for all modes of transportation at this location.
 
City staff and members of Council have met with representatives from St. Patrick’s to discuss the

proposed changes to traffic flow at 1st Avenue W and 5th Street.  The attachment was provided at a
meeting held on November 19.  The changes have been met with opposition and the parish has
started a petition in that regard.  City staff will again be meeting with the parish representatives on
December 16 to continue the conversation about the project.  In order to hit the DOT’s March 15
letting date, staff will submit final plans on December 21. 

Citizen Review Board Resignations
We wanted to notify you that two Citizen Review Board members have recently resigned from the
board due to unforeseen life events which prevented them from being able to dedicate their time to
the board. The City Clerk’s Office will forward the official resignation letter from one of the members
while the other member is considered resigned due to missing several consecutive meetings/training
sessions based on the terms outlined within the ordinance. The ordinance states, “Members who
miss 3 consecutive meetings or 4 meetings within 12 months will be considered to have resigned
and a vacancy created.”
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Chapter 22A Public Hearing Information
We thought it was important to provide additional information regarding details of the Chapter 22A
Public Hearing.

·         If a property owner misses an appointment, a no show trip fee may be assessed depending
upon the situation.

o   Property Inspections are a vital part of property maintenance for tenants, property
owners, property managers, and neighbors. Conducting inspections while the
property owner is present is crucial to ensure overall property safety.  This provides
the inspector the opportunity to directly communicate any issues that may be
identified, thus increasing the likelihood of efficient resolution. It also provides
access to the property while affording tenants proper notice of the inspection being
conducted. Building Services imposes a “no show trip fee” for property owners who
are habitually unresponsive and absent from required inspections. In 2021, SAFE-CR
issued 10 Notice of Violations to property owners because two no show trip fees had
occurred within a 12 month period. Building Services applies this no show trip fee of
$75 for failure of a property owner to provide a housing inspector complete access
to the property for purposes of carrying out a scheduled initial inspection or re-
inspection. So far this year, Building Services has assessed 34 property owners with a
“no show trip fee.” There have been a total of 58 “no show trip fees” assessed with
some property owners being assessed multiple times.  

o   In 2021, 10 properties were deemed Nuisance Properties due to no show trip fees
issued by Building Services.

·         An invitation was extended to Landlords of Linn County to attend the focus group meetings
with no response. Amanda then requested to attend the November meeting to share the
proposed changes to the group.

·         The proposed Chapter 22A changes ensure victims of crimes, those calling for assistance, or
those involved with domestic abuse calls for service are not penalized for calling the police.

·         Chapter 22A requires SAFE-CR to notify the occupant, as well as the property owner of any
Nuisance Activity and/or if the property is designated a Nuisance Property.

·         Property owners and occupants have the ability to appeal any action of the City. SAFE-CR
includes a Request for Hearing form with all Notice of Violations and Call for Service letters
to ensure all involved parties are offered the ability to appeal a Nuisance Property
Designation or a Founded Call for Service.

Unregistered rental units are taken seriously by City staff and are reported to Building
Services for further investigation. Year to date, Building Services has investigated 246
properties in which they property was allegedly being used as a rental property without
proper registration with the City.  Building Services has completed investigations of 218
of the properties and has 28 active investigations.  We encourage anyone who is aware
of an unregistered rental property to report it using the My CR portal located at
www.cedar-rapids.org/mycr or contacting Building Services at 319-286-5197.
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